Abstract A case of primary T cell lymphoma of the lung associated with antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibody simulated Wegener's granulomatosis, the patient having features compatible with but not diagnostic of Wegener's granulomatosis.
Case report A 44 year old man presented in April 1989 with a two month history of cough, wheeze, and shortness of breath. Proliferative glomerulonephritis had been diagnosed by renal biopsy 18 years previously through investigation of asymptomatic proteinuria. Renal function had remained normal and he has received no treatment.
A chest radiograph at presentation showed a left hilar mass (fig 1) . A full blood count and the results of renal and liver function tests were normal; the urine contained a trace of protein, and microscopic examination of the urine showed nothing abnormal. At bronchoscopy a yellow tumour was seen to be obstructing the left main bronchus. Biopsy showed bronchial mucosa with a heavy lymphoid and mononuclear cell infiltrate centred around blood vessels with areas of necrosis. Granulomas were not seen (fig 2) . The appearances were considered to be compatible with Wegener's granulomatosis, though not diagnostic. Computed tomography of the chest showed the mass but no mediastinal abnor- A diagnosis of limited Wegener's granulomatosis was made on the basis of the lung mass, compatible histological appearances, and the presence of antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibody. The patient was started on cyclophosphamide 2 mg/kg daily and prednisolone 1 mg/kg daily initially. Three months later the chest radiograph showed complete resolution of the mass. Five months after presentation, however, while having treatment he relapsed, with recurrence of the left hilar lesion. Repeat bronchoscopic biopsy showed extensive infiltration of the bronchial mucosa by large atypical mononuclear cells with open chromatin, several nucleoli, and scanty cytoplasm. These neoplastic cells showed strongly positive staining with UCHL1 (Dako), and MT1 (Eurodiagnostics), but were negative for B cell, epithelial cell, and other markers, thus indicating that they were T cell lymphoma 
